44                           VILLAGE  LIFE
landscape south of the Jamna, but are  scarcely found in the tract we are examining.
There are two small streams, which empty into a small river hard by.    There are four ponds in the whole area:   three are situated in the  outlying land, and are used principally for irrigation purposes   during   those   short   intervals   in   the rainy season when  the rain holds  off,  and the crops   would   suffer   without   water.    During   a famine, when there is no rain at all, these ponds would be empty and useless;   they are not fed by any springs,  but depend on the rainfall for their   water-supply.    During   short  intervals   of drought,  however,  the  agriculturists make little channels out of them, and lift the water on to the fields on a higher level.    The apparatus used is  of  the   simplest   description.    Some   matting is  so manipulated that two or three thicknesses combined are able to hold  quantities   of water for the few seconds it takes to lift them up one or two feet.    These are held by means of ropes, one  on   each  side, by two  men,   who.,  with  a swinging motion downwards, take the water as into a scoop, and then with a swinging motion upwards discharge it into a channel a little higher than the level of the pond.    If the fields to be irrigated  are  five  oj six  feet  above  the  water level,   this   simple   arrangement   is  repeated   at short intervals three or four times, and is then quite sufficient for irrigating  them on  a  small scale.    In order to prevent any disputes about